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Max 

The Federal Bureau Investigation 
Nov. 20, 1950. 559p. $4.50. 

Max Lowenthal’s heavily documented volume does for 
the what Paul Blanshard has done for the Catho- 
Church. incredibly vicious melange half- 
truths and innuendo, the author “documents the 
thesis that the Bureau police-state agency, law 
unto itself, and menace American freedom. The 
gives every appearance dispassionate historical 
study. Eighty-three pages small type are given over 
sources. Charges and replies are normally made 
the form quotations from Congressional hearings 
newspaper 


The author’s technique consists making serious 
charge and then offering defense which worse than 
the original charge. Thus, when the slacker raids 
the First World War apparently caught number 
innocent persons, the defense offered that 
better for hundreds innocent persons arrested 
than have one guilty party escape. (pp. 33, 35). 
quoting Congressional hearings, happens that the 
critics the Bureau are congressmen high repute, 
whereas its defenders often seem the demogogic 
type. 

There easy way answering book this type. 
rebut the detailed charges would (as with Mr. Blan- 
shard )require many volumes. Perhaps three lines 
criticism might helpful: sampling grosser errors; 
material the author; and less biased 


appraisal the F.B.I. 


Much the early part the book obviously borrows 
Albert Kahn’s High Treason: The Plot Against 
the People. view Kahn’s long record affiliation 
with Communist causes, the bias derived obvious. 
More than this, there are scores factual errors the 
book, although there space here mention but 
few. The author places Edgar Hoover with the 
FBI. 1919-20, the period the Palmer Raids, 
although Mr. Hoover was not assigned the Bureau 
until 1921. The most thorough critical study the 
taids, Louis Post’s The Veportations Delirium Nine- 
teen-Twenty, did not even carry Mr. Hoover’s name 
the index. Nor was Mr. Hoover blamed the 
Congressional hearings the time. 


discussing the Eisler escape, the author states that 
Department Justice Agents boarded the liner 
later and gave local version the familiar police- 


state treatment” (pp. assumption 
would that F.B.I. agents boarded the liner, although 
actually was Immigration officers. The study the 
Amerasia case omits the presentment the Grand 
Jury, clearing the F.B.I. from any irregularities the 
matter (pp. 430-431). The treatment Judith Cop- 
lon, besides misquoting the Washington News, omits 
the statements both judges that wire-tapping evi- 
dence was not essential part the case (pp. 463-4). 
This pattern bias and distortion, which could 
elaborated book-length, may explained what 
Congressman Dondero (Congressional Record, Sept. 
1950) calls the “mysterious” record Max Lowenthal. 
The Congressman cites long record connections 
with Communist agents and causes. When Mr. Lowen- 
thal was queried these matters before the House 
Committee Un-American (Sept. 15, 
1950), his otherwise excellent memory failed him again 
and again. 


the overall merits the Federal Bureau In- 
vestigation, perhaps the best answer the multitude 
Congressional charges quoted the book the over- 
whelming vote confidence given the annual appro- 
priations. further tribute found recent con- 
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troversies over loyalty, which most Congressmen 
were willing accept the records preference 
any other source. The occasional waves criticisms 
must weighed the light these overall judgments. 


Some severe criticism has been leveled against the 
Bureau under circumstances which could not de- 
fend itself. Normally must speak through the At- 
torney General. for any reason, ranging from 
partisan politics national security, wishes remain 
silent, the Bureau muzzled. Thus, the Coplon 
case, judicial decision forced the disclosure un- 
evaluated evidence. critics gleefully attacked 
these “samples” the Bureau’s work. Such criticism 
could used, with equal justice, against preliminary 
investigations any police force the world. 
the same case much ado was made over the “wire 
taps”, which were destroyed. This reviewer knows 
that the only complete defense this case would in- 
volve revelations contrary the interests national 
security. Naturally the Bureau had remain silent 
and accept the abuse. 
Those who have worked closely with the know 
the high quality its agents and the carefulness its 
procedure. Its mistakes are usually the side 
excessive caution, rather than recklessness. Naturally 
far better organization today than was forty 
years ago. The credit for this change must given 
primarily its present chief, Mr. Edgar Hoover. 
This reviewer would not like leave the impression 
that blind adulator the Bureau. the con- 
trary, has often been disagreement with many 
its officials, usually for reasons exactly contrary Mr. 
Lowenthal’s thesis. The reviewer felt, for example, 
that the full story Soviet atomic espionage should 
have been broken the public 1946, instead the 
partial revelations following the Fuchs case 1949. 
The Bureau’s refusal without express orders 
from the Attorney General the President the best 
proof that not autonomous police-state organi- 
zation. 
Had the public known 1946 what knows part 
1950, undoubtedly there would have been revolu- 
tion our foreign policy. Aggressive containment 
the Soviet Union could have begun before China was 
lost our wartime strength dispersed. The Bureau 
had the facts which would have changed public opinion. 
Out respect for law and constitutional process, 
refused reveal these facts without proper authoriza- 
tion. there was ever excuse for illegality extra- 
legal processes, this was the occasion. And the Bureau 
calmly bided its time, although undoubtedly many 
its members chafed the bit. 
this reviewer’s opinion, Lowenthal’s book vicious 
intent and clever execution. not recom- 
mended, even for restricted library use. 

Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 

Washington, 


Marquand, John Haven’s End 
Little, Brown. Nov. 20, 1950. 341p. $3.50. 

Haven’s End the name fictional New England 
seaport town, and the story its life from its founding 
the grim Puritans its present decay. Haven’s End 


Lowenthal Marquand Keyes 


had its Swales and its Scarlets from first last: 
Swales proud their lineage rooted Norwich; 
Scarlets proud their enterprising spirit. 
Swales considered the Scarlets socially inferior; 
Scarlets thought themselves good the Swales, 
mutually tolerant antipathy kept the two families 
ated for three centuries—with the dubious exception 
one mysterious incident connecting the pirate, 
Whetstone (who might have been Micah Swale, thoush 
was supposed have been lost when the 
ship was lost after the attack Quebec), and Submi 
Scarlet, the retiring, unmarried mother 
until finally John Scarlet gained Dennis Swale’s 
mission marry Susan, the last the family line, afte 
the war 1918. 


This novel series episodes the history 


Haven’s End, some which almost beg put 
play form; and they are told with relish and 
omy that marks Mr. Marquand one our 
writers. The story the runaway slave, Malachi 
and Matthew Swale; Daniel Swale, privateer, and 
the “Honorable” Amaryllis Denby; Dennis 
and the Penny Savings Bank; Patience Swale and 
Pierre Levesser and the dog, Joker; young Tom 
Swale’s going off war 1917—all will live long 
the reader’s memory. 


Haven’s End makes good reading anyone could 
wish and has style and sanity and subtle satiric 
humor give rare flavor. 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson Joy Street 


Messner. Dec. 1950. 490p. $3.00. 


The house Joy Street which Roger and 
Field came after their honeymoon belonged later 
period than the mansions Mount Vernon Street; 
had little the distinction the aristocratic homes 
Beacon Hill; but was long, long way from the dingy 
squalid tenements which lined the slope down 
bridge Street. Its mid-position could considered 
symbolic Emily’s hope that she and Roger (both 
longing fine, established families though Roger lacked 
the wealth that Emily’s grandfather had provided her) 
could make their home center which the 
social elements 20th-century Boston could 
and come know each other friendship and 
Junior members the law firm with which Roger was 
associated provided excellent guest list: the Jew, 
David Salomont with cultural heritage that antedated 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 


Across the River and Into the 
Trees (IIb) 
The Adventurer (IIb) 
The Cardinal (Ila) 
Son Hundred Kings (I) 
The Dischanted (III) 
Floodtide (IV) 
Jubilee Trail (IIb) 
The Little World Don Camillo 
The Widow (III) 
The Spanish Gardener (Ila) 
Kon-Tiki 
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Boswell’s London Journal (III) 
Dianetics 
Presidents Who Have Known 


Hemingway Oct. 
Waltari Nov. 
Robinson 

Costain 

Schulberg 

Yerby 

Bristow 

Guareschi 

Yorke 

Cronin 


Heyerdahl 
Gilbreth 
Boswell 
Hubbard 
Allen 


Boston thousand years; the Italian, Pellegrino 
Lucca, and his lovely Simonetta, whose marriage Roger 
helped arrange; the boisterous Irishman, Brian Col- 
who ruined Emily’s first dinner party but whose 
informal card parties gave Emily the cue for her own. 
Always the background was Emily’s grandmother, 
“Old Mrs. Forbes”, dowager and grande dame, whose 
early love affair with Russian grand duke helped 
Emily through the three love affairs which came 
her life. 


Many references Boston organizations and traditions 
are woven the story. There are occasional in-char- 
acter disparaging remarks Back Bay natives about 
the city’s newcomers—the Dagoes, shanty Irish and 
wops. line drawn between Castle Irish and shanty 
But the city does not take character and 
identity for the reader, Marquand’s Boston 
Street might with few changes lifted and set 
down any other American city comparable size 
and age. 

Appropriately, some the settings are courtroom 
scenes; the subplots connected with these are among 
the more enjoyable parts the book. 


Joy Street will probably read with satisfaction for its 
storytelling, its pleasant romance and reassuring 
optimism. not quite great novel the careful 
research, and mental-physical strain which went into 
its construction (cf. the Foreword) lead expect. 
But the author may right calling best seller. 


Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Kane, Harnett Pathway the Stars 
Doubleday. Oct. 19, 1950. 312p. $3.00. 


This novel fictionalized biography John Mc- 
Donogh, the ultimate founder the public school sys- 
tem New Orleans, who, his death 1850, was 
the greatest land-owner the South. The story takes 
him from his arrival New Orleans 1800, through 
trade, land speculation and plantation oper- 
ation, through two unsuccessful loves, one for deceit- 
ful Creole heiress, the other for Baltimore girl who 


Kane Davenport 153 


became Ursuline, through war and flood, the 
wealth the cause the education children. 


The aim the book laudable, make the reading 
public aware the important philanthropic work 
man little known outside the area his direct influ- 
ence. the effort make McDonogh’s life appealing, 
however, much reliance placed pure speculation. 
The book well documented and bears witness its 
own historical frailty the earlier sections admitting 
that the story the love and rivalry McDonogh 
and the Almonester family based upon Creole tradi- 
tion. The episode Susanna Johnston apparently 
founded only Ursuline convent record that 
young woman that name entered the order 1813. 


The portions the novel that are pure invention 
elaborated fragments fact are weakly developed and 
set forth style that “historical-lush” and trite. 
Much the writing little worse than pulp-standard. 


the chapters devoted McDonogh’s humanitarian 
work among the slaves and children, the writing 
much stronger and more convincing. 
The author was faced with problem imagining 
cient matters fill “novel” entice the reader. 
unfortunate that the filler amounts little more 
than conventional trash. The truth probably that 
straight form and magazine article would sufficient 
and all that could justified dealing with Mc- 
Donogh’s career for popular consumption. stands, 
the book can read anyone, with probable infuri- 
ated boredom the fictionalized parts and with some 
interest, and resultant instruction and elevation, the 
last third the story. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Davenport, Gwen Candy for Breakfast 
Doubleday. Nov. 1950. $2.75. 

Proponents the warring schools thought educa- 
tion, progressive and traditional, will have great fun 
with this novel. But Candy for Breakfast even more 
likely delight thoughtful parents who have been 
caught the middle the education controversy these 
past years. Mrs. Davenport, creator the unforget- 
table Mr. Belvedere, herein presents Dr. Frederick 
Macefield, educator extraordinary, whom the publishers 
whimsically describe “long-lost, black sheep cousin 
M.. Belvedere.” 

amusing satire, Candy for Breakfast brings together 
average family, small town, American problem, 
and the fantastic Macefield, shakes these diverse in- 
gredients well and serves the whole concoction with 
air restrained hilarity. 


The setting the small town Cranville, and the 
average family consists Bill and Molly MacLean and 
their three children. Molly happens president 
the P-T.A. District School Number Five and she has 
“dedicated herself the cause radical change.” 
Consequently, she overjoyed instrumental 
bringing the noted self-styled Macefield 
Cranville where soon becomes principal the 
Sunnydale Pla-Skool, the erstwhile District School 
Number Five. 


= 
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Macefield pseudo high-brow newspaper columnist, 
author best-seller and lecturer who has come 
with the “Macefield Method Maturation.” His 
notion education partially revealed the brochure 
put out Sunnydale: 


“At Sunnydale not intend teach facts. Facts, 
their very nature, are immutable, while two chil- 
dren are alike. Why, then, the same ‘facts’ for different 
children?” 


Naturally the children for the Pla-Skool method 
big way. most the parents, with the ex- 
tremely notable exception Bill MacLean. 
efforts teach his daughter read—after all, she 
not learning school because the Macefield theory 
holds that “folly force the child into reading 
before willing his endeavor re- 
strain his son from dismantling every mechanical appli- 
ance sight, estrange him from Molly and threaten 
their once harmonious household. 


Then comes the annual “Kids’ Day,” when the pupils 
Sunnydale take over the city administration. This 
time the result unrelieved chaos. The denouement 
swift and hilarious and guaranteed have the sym- 
pathetic reader chuckling gleefully the routing 
such sham Macefield. 


But thoughtful parents will also apply the lesson. After 
all, the Macefield system “building new life for 
American children, life free from parental restraints, 
from false restrictions, from all the old shackles 
society that have raised generation neurotics and 
failures” not without its advocates real life. 


Candy for Breakfast unobjectionable for all readers. 


Kathleen 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Durant, Will 
The Age Faith, History Medieval Civili- 
Islamic and Judaic—From 
Constantine Dante: 325-1300. Part 
The Story Civilization. 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 23, 1950. 1196p. $7.50. 
When the author wrote his Foreword, “This book 
aims give full and fair account medieval 
civilization from A.D. 325 1300 space and preju- 
dice will permit. Its method integral history.” 
might well have added further limitations, “the com- 
plexities life and human interactions, and the limits 
one man’s powers understanding and synthesis.” 
For all these weaknesses are apparent this new 
volume. amazing piece work, the product 
immense industry. And much may disagree 
with his interpretations, both characters and motives, 
must recognize the constant attempt fair judg- 
ment within the framework his own world-view. 
The work itself divided into five books unequal 
length and value: Book The Byzantine Zenith; II, 
Islamic Civilization; Judaic Civilization; The 
Dark Ages; The Climax Christianity. these, 
Islamic and Judaic Civilization are the best, although 
they too are marred places that exaggerated 
Humanism which characteristic Durant. For him, 
all men’s motives are suspect and must explained; 


Durant 


yet finally there comes that urbane condoning eyj 
which seems the end-product Humanism. 


Durant his best—and that very good—when 
uses his undeniably attractive style paraphrase 
interpret literature, sketch personalities, depig 
persons their societies, and describe the art, 
tecture, and music the medieval world. 
worst when attempts explain and interpret both 
philosophy and theology. Whatever may the effeg 
upon him his admitted prejudices, his weakness 
the striking phrase, for over-simplification, 
human and total explanation men and their deeg 
have led him astray many places that 
accepted safe guide. Some readers will im. 
pressed—as they should—with the size the volume 
the number notes, the tremendous bibliography, and 
the sixty-page Index. But they will mistaken the 
conclude that this scholarly and authoritative rathe 
than popular history. For many are the 
works cited and few the originals; and many 
strange are the omissions. Numerous recent authorita 
tive works are absent and their place taken, 
some sort intuitive interpretation which often 
brings the author nearer the accepted truth than his 
reported sources. Thus, for instance, while cites 
Lea and Coulton frequently and length, far 
moved from their carping and muck-raking approach. 


Durant has traveled far from the ideas and ideals 
his parochial school and Jesuit education and his 
nary training. This must, part, explain his admira 
tion for Islam and Judaism and his reluctant admissions 
the greatness But has als 
progressed some distance the road back from his 
dogmatism 1926, when his Story Philosophy 
passed over the entire Patristic and Scholastic periods 
less than page. least there now attempt, 
only partly successful, understand. his effort 
give complete pictures and final explanations for the 
acts men, falls victim all the weaknesses the 
historical novelist. Sweeping assumptions are presented 
facts, half-truths are left without clarification, base 
motives are attributed great men without verification 
proof. Throughout, the faults attractive sinners 
are explained away while the weaknesses and 
great men are presented detail, though usually 
with the Humanist’s tolerant smile. Thus, tells 
that the Archbishop Sens agreed allow Abelard 
defend himself because was “not unwilling 
have his see become the cynosure the Christian 
world.” 946. Again, are surprised learn that 
John Salisbury” loving life more than eternity, beauty 
and kindness more than the dogmas any faith... 
was too clever commit himself heresy.” (p. 952). 
Nor does tell how knows that Peter Lombard 
“liked Abelard and called the Sic Non his 
but also wanted bishop.” (p. 953). Students 
Scholasticism will surprised learn that “the 
industry Aquinas was due not love Aristotle 
but fear Averroes.” (p. 953). 


his Chapter the Church (XXVII) Durant most 
fault. deliberately reduces all development 
dogma the human level, delays long possible, 
and flatly contradicts established history. 
that the doctrine prayers for the souls Purge 
tory did not fully capture popular belief until the time 
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Peter Damian, about 1070. (p. 732). doctrine 
the real presence developed slowly; its first official 


was the Council Nicaea 787.” 
After several other brief and incomplete citations, 
adds, “Thus one the oldest ceremonies primitive 
eating the god—is widely practiced and 
European and American civilization today.” 
ip. Surely knows better than write, “In 
final sacrament—extreme unction—the priest heard 
confession the dying Christian, gave 
that saved him from hell, etc. They 
him his shroud, placed coin his coffin 
for Charon’s ferriage, (p. 741-2). The 
Frazer would gladdened read, “The finest 
this tolerant spirit adaptation was the 
the pagan mother-goddess cults the 
worship Mary.” (p. 745-6). Yet the next chapter 
the Inquisition notably fair. 

From these few excerpts, which could multiplied 
times, easy understand the Human- 
love for paganism which led him write his 
intellectual legacy the Middle Ages 
poorer than our Hellenic inheritance.” (p. 1084). 
Throughout the work there lack balance and pro- 
the fascinating story Abelard receives 
much space the entire life and works St. Thomas. 
Many will find the chapters art and architecture too 
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This will popular book. Its facile style and suave 
will deceive many the unwary. Its con- 
sant use part the truth will make especially 
for the untrained reader; gives the compe- 
rent nothing new beyond one man’s interpreta- 
countless men and affairs. unfortunate that 
and industrious mind did not possess the 
added gift the humility accept the collaboration 


competent experts philosophy, theology, and 
for the The book, despite its attractiveness, cannot 


John Ellis Bourne, 

Departments Philosophy 
and Education, 

University Scranton 
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The Thirteen Clocks 
Dec. 


Thurber James 
(Illustrated Marc Simont.) Simon Schuster. 
1950. 124p. $2.50. 

Here’s fairy tale delight children all ages, from 
will best 


earn that six score and ten, and both sexes. 

ry, beauty appreciated when read aloud your small fry, stop- 
faith them point the pictures, but not explain 
(p. 952). what the Golux the Todal are. They will en- 
Lombard and will you you read this tale 


the wicked spell the cold Duke Coffin 
Students who boasts that killed Time ten minutes 
“the five one snowy afternoon, that all thirteen 
Aristotle the castle have been frozen ten five for 


years and years, and always Then there, never 
Then comes prince disguise minstrel, 


pment being slit from guggle zatch, save the 
princess. has the unexpected aid the Golux and 
> 

tells outwit the dreadful Duke. But read and 


this delightful book. It’s just time for Christ- 


Purge 


the time 
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CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—NOVEMBER 
SELECTION 
Hyde, Douglas Believed 
Putnam. Oct. 30, 1950. 312p. $3.50. 
Mr. Hyde, former chief news editor the London 
Daily Worker, the English counterpart Louis 
Budenz. His story also cross section now 
amiliar thought cycle the past two decades through 
which many intelligent and sincere persons have passed 
—from Protestantism Communism disillusionment 
Catholicism. Mr. Hyde began Methodist 
preacher Bristol, Wales. The social problem stood 
foremost his mind. his grappling with this 
tried preach kind Christian communism. The 
bridge the genuine variety was book written 
Quaker, Buxton’s The Challenge Bolshevism. 
Mr. Hyde felt safe accepting this defense com- 
munism fellow Christian. led him directly and 
with “open mind” the great authors, Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, and from there militant atheism and 
party membership. This was about 1929. con- 
tinued preach from Methodist pulpits for several 
years, concealing his membership the party but pro- 
pounding its doctrines. Finally driven innate honesty, 
quit the pulpit and devoted himself for some years 
organizing cells throughout North Wales. 
came London, 1940 was the Daily Worker, 
and few years, chief news editor. His description 
the personnel the paper enlightening, for 
shows them true doctrinaires, whose communism 
was complete way life, embracing morals well 
economics and politics. The war years London are 
filled with excitement and perverse heroism. One can- 
not but admire the courage, persistence, and ingenuity 
these men the service false ideal. was this 
very zeal which led Mr. Hyde toward the Church since 
began using articles from the Catholic Herald 
ammunition his fight against one group 
—the Catholics. 


How was the change accomplished? Mainly his 
own courage and honesty, the very qualities which led 
him leadership the party. For found first 
few, then many, finally overwhelming number 
points Catholic social doctrine which judged cor- 
rect. also began see through the “gigantic hoax” 
Communism, mainly its effects people who 
practiced and the Eastern countries where gained 
control. last completed the turn the circle 
spiral, and found himself convinced Catholic social 
doctrine, completely disabused belief Commu- 
nism, though still editing the Daily Worker. His Cath- 
olic convictions did not come, however, from any 
abstract reasoning, but from observing the Church 
action her explanation and treatment human 
nature. read the classic philosophical arguments 
favor Catholicism, but they left him state 
suspended judgment. calls himself this time 
Catholic who did not believe God.” More impres- 
sive him were the innumerable traces which the 
universal Church the Middle Ages had left through- 
out the British Isles her art, architecture, and social 
When found one these still carrying 
the full religious life pre-Reformation St. 
home. Mr. Hyde shrewd observer character, 


| 


Cianfarra Hyde 


and not the least value his book its equally keen 
analysis the human types Communism produces. 
conclude his story, now the Church, and 
has taken resolve make twice many converts 
Catholicism ten years made Communism 
twenty. Prospere procede! 


The book ought read every adult Catholic in- 
terested his own contemporaries. Far more import- 
ant, ought studied and reflected those 
Protestants and non-Catholics whose muddled thinking 
leaves them somewhere the dangerous spiral over 
which Mr. Hyde has passed. For Americans alarmed 
English liberalism furnishes reassuring picture 
the masses there, who are still long way from commu- 
nism. They are struggling with middle way, even 
many the United States. But for Mr. Hyde, the 
battle lines this generation are drawn—Catholicism 
communism. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Cianfarra, Camille 
The Vatican and the Kremlin 


Dutton. Nov. 1950. 258p. $3.00. 


Being the New York Times’ correspondent the Vati- 
can, Camille Cianfarra has had unusual opportunities 
confer with papal officials from the countries behind 
the Iron Curtain. They have supplied him with in- 
valuable information the Communist persecution 
religion. From study has acquired intimate 


knowledge the numerous addresses, letters and in- 


structions Pius XII Italy, where 
there still freedom the press, has been able 
observe the strategy action. this 
material has skilfully woven into book that gives 
comprehensive, realistic yet unhysterical picture the 
world-wide struggle between Christianity and atheistic 
materialism for the souls men. 


From time time the American press carries dis- 
patches describing Communist attacks upon religion. 
But because Communism strikes different countries 
different times and different ways the reader some- 
times fails comprehend that these persecutions are 
all part one diabolical master-plan. Only when all 
the tragic facts are marshalled together and correlated 
does the real situation become clear. the inestim- 
able value this book that presents the Soviet reli- 
gious policy has actually affected Russia, Lithuania, 
Albania, Roumania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland and Italy. 

Philosophically, Communism opposed all religion 
which regards one capitalism’s chiet bulwarks. 
This attitude common Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin 
and everyone who wishes full-fledged party 
nember. Dialectical materialism and belief the 
supernatural life are completely incompatible. From 
the very beginning and season and out season the 
Catholic Church has opposed dialectical materialism 
philosophical system. 

But the Soviet Union which espouses this philosophy 
actual nation, and the Vatican has always held 
the hope that the Soviet experiment with Communism 


Vatican has been willing negotiate with 
states for the protection the Church even though 
understands that philosophically there can 
promise with this false and vicious system. The 
always nourished that Communism will 
tyranny has always failed. 


advance their cause Communists will employ 
temporary expedient. During World War 
their advantage gain the support the 
Orthodox Church. The Communists looked 
and foresaw the day when Moscow might 
Rome for all the Christians Eastern Europe. 
out abandoning their philosophical atheism they 
rehabilitated the patriarch Moscow and have 
him few crumbs spiritual authority while 
him completely subservient their political 
All the Orthodox Christians behind the Iron 
have been forced recognize the jurisdiction 
cow; opposition has been ruthlessly crushed. 


Where the Catholic Church dominant, efforts 
been made drive wedge between the clergy 
laity and then wean the clergy away from Rom: 
While Tito and Stalin were still amicable, 
Stepinatz was imprisoned. Then was Hungary’s 
and Cardinal Mindszenty was tortured the 
secret police. This procedure, however, resulted 
such bad publicity that new approach was 
towards Archbishop Beran Prague and the 
clergy. Finally the terror has started move 
where Caritas, the charitable arm the 
Church, has been paralyzed secularization. 


Italy the Vatican met Communism face face. 
saw Communist deceit and treachery first hand 
taking clear stand did not ply 
politics but merely defended itself against its 
Cianfarra outlines the program advocated Pius 
and reveals the clever ruses which the 
tried steal the 1948 elections. adds clear 
satisfying explanation the 1949 decree the 
Office excommunicating those who knowingly 
freely propagate atheistic Communism. 


Americans are awake Communism because 
have finally realized that democratic freedoms 
wherever Communism holds sway. But they 
know just what Communism has done religion 
let them read The Vatican and the Kremlin 
tion this vital topic. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake 

Mundelein, Illinois 


Roark, Garland Rainbow the Royal 
Deubleday. Sept. 26, 1950. 307p. $3.00. 


When gold was discovered California the 
ships were coming into their own means 
transportation over long distances. The 
journey overland took six months year; 
could done five months. But even more 
portant was the speedy transportation freight 
meant the realization tremendous profits 
capital. when Captain Jim Quick proposed 
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the American Beauty around the Horn 116 days his 
owners could scarce credit his sanity. They conceded, 
however, and permitted him advertise the time 
when, and behold! mistake made the 
sign read 101 days. And then rival ship owner 
wagered fifty thousand dollars that his Sea Star could 
the American Beauty. 


The wager was taken and Jim Quick found himself 
opposed his devil-may-care, reckless, young brother, 
Jim was daring sailor but daring only the 
calculated risk while Bill would take any chance 
win. Both brothers were attracted lovely Ellen 
Appleton, owner’s niece, who sailed with Jim. 


The main section the the story the race, 
expert “sailsmanship,” Bill’s trickery, his 
rescue Jim, the race around the Horn and the 
broad Pacific reaches into San Francisco time and 
happy wedding. The story well-larded with 
nautical lore, exciting adventure and one two 
minor lapses matters sexual make suitable mostly 


for adult readers. 


Steinbeck, John Burning Bright 


Viking. Oct. 20,1950. 159p. $2.50. 
Simultaneously with the production his play “Burn- 
ing Bright,” (cf. William Blake, “The Tiger Mr. 
Steinbeck issued this “play story form, which 
daims his third essay this direction, his two previ- 
ous experiments being “Of Mice and Men _and The 
Moon Down.” the three, fear this the least 
likely succeed. The play closed quickly after 
decidedly cool reception from the critics, who expressed 
disappointment with the manner which 
Steinbeck has chosen expound his theme. 


That theme decidedly delicate one handle 
whether play story form; and the author’s resolu- 
tion the problem, although credible, not morally 
commendable. His attempt give his story univer- 
shifting his central character into three differ- 
ent milieus—a circus, farm, ship—is not altogether 
unacceptable, but is, seems me, too consciously 
precocious, too deliberately experiment, which one 
might suspect device hide thin story line. 
The play and the story would have gained intensity 
and have been universal appeal had the characters 
been permitted live through one the backgrounds. 


Joe Saul—acrobat, farmer, man who suffers 
sterility induced childhood attack rheu- 
matic fever. man deeply devoted his voca- 
tion and his wife, this instance, his second wife, 
Mordeen. His first wife died leaving him childless. 
has been married Mordeen for three years and 
still has heir. This childlessness frustration 
his urgent desire perpetuate himself his issue. 
Mordeen, though much younger than Joe, completely 
devoted him. younger man, Victor, (acrobat, 
sailor), associated with Joe, declares his love 
for Mordeen, but she repels his advances. However, 
she willing make any sacrifice give Joe peace and 
joy and realizing the cause his unrest, deliberately 
accepts one rendezvous with Victor, leading Joe 
believe that the child thus conceived his own. Joe, 


happiness, not content accept the advice 


Steinbeck Bower 
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Friend and insists having thorough physical 
examination, the course which learns the truth 
about himself. is, course, furious with his wife, 
believing she has betrayed him; but finally realizes that 
she has made great sacrifice for his sake and 
accepts the son his own. 


The story seems honest and sincere attempt 
present real human problem and done with 
decency and circumspection. Obviously, however, the 
solution which the characters this parable propose 
not morally justified nor recommendable, and 
not evident that Mr. Steinbeck means gener- 
ally acceptable solution. The book, because 
theme, only adult readers. 


Bower, Ursula Behind the Hill 
Morrow. Sept. 1950. 270p. $4.00. 


The author’s photograph the jacket this auto- 
biographical narrative introduces young woman 
plain but beautifully regular features. swirl 
dark brown curly hair covers part her high and broad 
forehead. Her eyes are widely separated, and serious. 
Her slightly flattened nose, her firm but humorous 
mouth, her round but determined jaw convey the im- 
pression that here valiant little woman—just the 
kind fall love with whole country and practical 
enough make even dreams pay off. 


Ursula Graham Bower is, the good sense the 
word, amateur. Her personal narrative her life 
the Naga Hill country northeast India neither 
professional journalism nor scientific reporting nor poli- 
tical pamphleteering. rather honest, slightly 
mixed-up account her love affair with region—its 
people, its hills, its history. unplanned visit the 
Naga country discovered glorious, open world, with 
sense infinite Miss Bower took some 
photographs and, after showing them some dis- 
tinguished anthropologists London, managed get 
semi-official support for extensive field trip. 

Returning India 1939, she set out once the 
Naga country, primarily adventurer, secondarily 
amateur anthropologist, accidentally medical 
officer the Indian government. Her first encounters 
with the hill tribes North Cachar are full the 
customary excitements all expeditions this kind. 
She meets ignorance and superstition, plague and 
femine. native assistants and servants are alter- 
nately loyal and treacherous, lovable and loathesome. 
one village she taken for goddess, another for 
witch. sex sometimes provokes contempt and 
hostility, sometimes stimulates high chivalry. 

The romantic interest Miss Bower’s personal adven- 
ture blends into anthropology towards the middle 
the book. Here the author describes some detail the 
tribal polity the various communities, their marriage 
customs and family life, the survival myth, the influ- 
ence the geography and the climate, the cyclical 
migrations the tribes. There is, addition, some 
sprinkling ethnological data, enough perhaps for the 
general reader form fairly accurate picture this 
virtually unknown peoples India’s Chinese frontier. 


Rather abruptly, the book shifts from its anthropolo- 
gical orientation when World War breaks out. The 
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author and her native friends help manage refugee 
canteen the Assam valley. Later, when the Japanese 
threatened India, Miss Bower returns her Nagas and 
organizes band military scouts. Her own account 
the services she rendered the British Empire and 
the natives indeed modest. But the facts speak 
well for her. She was, unofficially, field officer the 
British Army. She deserved the homage she received 
from her countrymen and from the Nagas. sheer 
poetic justice that, the end the war, she should 
and won tall, and, hoped, handsome 
young Colonel the General Staff. 


Drums Behind the Hill thoroughly human book 
lively, courageous woman about interesting series 
adventures and observations. not however 
spiritually perceptive. The author never perverts the 
truth, but she sometimes unaware its full meaning. 
Furthermore, her sentimental love for her Nagas leads 
her participate, with what reservations cannot 
determine, second marriage ceremony conducted 
the pagan Zemies. This act apostasy commends 
neither the author’s wit wisdom, and tends 
make the serious reader question the credibility her 
anthropological evidence. 


Francis Connolly, 
Fordham University, 
New York City 


Sinevirsky, Nicola Smersh 


Oct. 1950. 253p. $2.75. 
The odd title this startling book abbreviation 


the Russian Smyert Shpionam, which are told 


means “Death traitors!” The story based 
diary kept Ruthenian from sub-Carpatho-Russia 
group operating various parts Russia itself. was 
under orders get himself made member the 
Soviet secret service, NKVD, which 
fully. Very soon, however, was drafted into much 
more secret and more sinister agency called Smersh for 
short. The reason for this was his mastery several 
languages: Smersh needed interpreters. The book 
covers seven months his experiences with this savage 
agency. The diary originally appeared West- 
German newspaper, and was called the attention 
two Washington newspapermen Georgetown Uni- 
versity instructor. This book the result the col- 
laboration. 


Smersh, the account here given veridical, the 
gang terrorists whose job liquidate all the 
cultured and intellectual people satellite country 
who may presumed potential leaders 
anti-Soviet movement. Sinevirsky (if that his real 
name) claims have sat innumerable these 
barbarous liquidations interpreter between the Soviet 
prosecutors and their victims during the time worked 
for Russia but for the real purpose protecting his 
own underground group. Certainly, his descriptions 
some these incidents are realistic the extreme and 
bear every mark authenticity themselves. Perhaps 
the novelized form which the book cast, with com- 
plete dialogue, etc., may some quarters serve 
throw doubt the truth the horrifying narrative. 


Sinevirsky Arnold 


Best 


Certainly, know that the policy here described, 
liquidating all who reason education, wealth, 
social standing might turn out anti- 
has been carried out pretty thoroughly wherever 
Soviet power has reached. According this book 
Smersh the agency which carries out this policy. 

methods are diabolical mixture psychology 
One can well understand after reading 
book why the people Western Europe are numb with 
fear the thought re-arming and thus giving the 
Soviets pretext for rolling over their countries. 
Russians might thrown out ultimately the powe 
American arms, but what, they ask you, will 
happened the meantime? There will man 
woman left whose culture and intelligence might 
used reconstruct their countries. 


The book, even though all details may not 
verified, does point the dreadful dilemma 
times, seen, perhaps, even more acutely who 
distance than those who are its midst. Here 

diabolical menace humanity which 
oppose, and possible destroy, all costs. 
the battle against lost, all this side heaven 
lost. There are increasing many who feel that this 
the biggest crisis mankind has ever faced all its 
history. They may not far wrong. 


Wilfrid Parsons, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Arnold, Elliott Walk With the 
Knopf. Oct. 16, 1950. 266p. 3.00. 

Walk With the Devil distinguishes itself its forthright 
dealing with moral problem wartime. Without 
once adopting the preacher’s tone, throws new 
practical light the old problem whether the end 
justifies the means. When American-born Guy 
tini infiltrates the Italo-German lines make deal 
with his ex-U. gangster, Italian-born brother, Bartolo 
meo, carries instructions make any concession 
necessary have vital bridge handed over intact for 
the sake saving American lives. Thus the end 
clearly good one. The novel the story the means. 


Bartolomeo, figure who combines all the attributes 
Capone and “Lucky” Luciano, exploits the 
situation the full. Not too many years back the law 
caught with his nefarious practices and was 

ported. Guy’s visit, the offer made the name the 
American High Command, provides him with the 
desired opportunity rub the righteous American nose 
dirt, especially his brother Guy’s. For Guy had 
always been annoyingly, exasperatingly honest, had, 
fact, been one the prosecuting attorneys who helped 
drive him out the country. 


Drugs, women, gambling, and finally politics had been 
Bartolomeo’s American this moment 
visualizes his return power. Through Guy forces 
the concessions large sum money ($50,000), free 
return the United States, medal from the 
ment citation for his assistance, complete protection 
the armed forces, and ultimate insult, permis 
sion open and operate all the brothels the area 
liberated the Americans. This last demand serves 
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shaft revenge shot the heart Guy’s 

The concessions are all but granted the Command- 
ing General Robert Lee Culpeper when 
expected difficulty arises the person OSS Colonel 
Russell Linscomb, archeologist civilian life who 
thinks about things even though the army now. 
Linscomb objects the concessions demanded simply 
because believes that the war being fought for 
something the ideal order, for decency. His objec- 
tion, followed his proffered resignation, brings the 
ends-and-means conference stalemate. Culpeper, 
first leaping scornfully accept Linscomb’s resigna- 
tion, made see upon reflection that any explanation 
the OSS Colonel’s course action could well 
made look bad Washington—if the newspapers 
got hold the story, the headlines would lurid. 


compromise devised Colonel Mervyn Lewis, Cul- 
peper’s staff officer for Intelligence, breaks the stale- 
mate. consists simply double-crossing Bartolomeo. 
“Give him the concession. But give him nothing 
The actual brothels need never exist. can 
sit out the war with the right open brothels and 
nothing else.” 

Linscomb accepts the compromise knowing that has 
killed within himself the very principle which prompt- 
him object. Guy goes back across the lines 
double-cross Bartolomeo who, turn, prepares 
double-cross his Nazi friend, Commander Barend. Guy 
goes because has “put away ideals with his 
war must fought the own terms. 
Culpeper does not care Italian fig how the war 
won long victory can achieved minimum 
cost. Linscomb compromises his self-respect out 
existence. Lewis never had any compromise—he 
plays brief Machiavelli Culpeper’s burlesque 
Cesare Borgia. 

nice WAC named Ellen Beach who serves Cul- 
peper’s secretary, adds just the right touch romantic 
sugar this glass philosophical bitters. Her ideas 
morality may slightly askew, but least they 
are sincere. She least honestly consistent with 
herself and her love for Guy real. 


Francesca, Bartolomeo’s mistress-wife (their marriage 
was legal but for reason business Bartolomeo did not 
want that handicap revealed), the only other lady 
who appears. She charms Barend out the monotony 
occupational routine. the crucial moment, she 
double-crosses Bartolomeo and saves Guy’s life. 


The story ends whirlwind. Bartolomeo, sensing 
Guy’s duplicity, shoots him the shoulder. had 
intended but Francesca whacks his arm with 
poker just time deflect his aim and send the pistol 
spinning. Guy then turns the tables killing Bartolo- 
meo. knocks him out with the gun-butt and then 
chokes him death. Barend’s car heard approach- 
ing and Francesca, for some sudden, inexplicable female 
teason, tries keep Guy from killing the Nazi. After 
struggle, Francesca too, lying the floor with 
abroken jaw. The finale comes with Guy weak from 
loss blood waiting with ready gun for Barend enter 
the house. Apparently Guy going make it. But 
even stood there waiting, his “mind was still 
clear enough know that were able every- 
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thing that had do, and worked out that 
survived, would still have his lifetime live with 
himself.” 

Walk with the Devil reads easily. means 
profound book though contains pages insight 
the Italian country folk and light dip two into the 
thinking processes its characters. The plot shows 
neat turn thought setting both the interior and 
the exterior sources conflict. But the characters 
themselves come out too clearly black white. 
Literarily speaking, Walk with the Devil seems 
the prelude something more important come. 
Ethically, faces the problem natural integrity with 
competent directness and without equivocation. Moral- 
ly, that is, Christian sense, the novel void. 
its own presuppositions, Walk with the Devil cannot 
get beyond the notion purely pagan ethic. For dis- 
criminating adults should they inclined. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 


Lund, Robert Hour Glory 
John Day. Oct. 12, 1950. 312p. $3.00. 


1898 landing force from United States cruiser 
occupied Guam and removed the Spanish government. 
When the troops withdrew, beachcomber who claim- 
American citizenship was left governor the 
Subsequently the captains two colliers re- 
placed him appointees their own before President 
McKinley sent Captain Leary first naval governor, 
and this last administration undertook ambitious re- 
habilitation the economy. With novelist’s license, 
Lund develops his story freely from this material; but 
transfers Lund’s reforms the beachcomber and 
otherwise more interested drama than historical 
accuracy. 


Peter Borne, amoral and vagabond refugee from legal 
career San Francisco, fills the role Emperor Jones. 
Previously interested only fishing, loafing, and the 
beautiful Rosita, governor sees himself the 
savior the underprivileged. builds 
constructs roads, improves sanitation, and redistributes 
the land. Tact and gradation are unknown him; 
everything must done command and once, and 
opposition develops grows ruthless with 
power. his view even the people not know what 
good for them, and many are put forced labor for 
refusal conform. When the Church not only op- 
poses his measures but refuses sanctify his marriage 
Rosita, strips property, abolishes its schools, 
establishes civil marriage, and deports the bishop and 
priests. 

Thus eventually his dictatorial violence alienates all but 
few cronies (including Padre Aleman, strange dis- 
tortion who disobeys his bishop and violates canon law 
but supposedly ideal priest). The death Rosita 
childbirth, during hurricane that must have been 
written with eye the scenario rights, turns him 
completely bitter and destroys his last vestiges 
moderation. 

quick ending this point would improve the book. 
Instead, some eight chapters record fantastic sequence 
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that badly anti-climactic, incredibly extravagant, and 
wantonly bestial. Peter seizes Angela, convent-bound 
teen-ager, and forces her into marriage that more 
than series rapes. resolving ruin his 
life descending his level, Angela habitually par- 
ades half-naked through the streets, offers herself any 
man she meets, and sinks into complete sexual dissipa- 
tion. The whole sad mess comes end with 
revolt that drives Peter with his Frankenstein bride into 
exile remote island. There epilogue discovers 
him years later his deathbed, and Angela identifies 
his whore.” 

Though Lund does not pretend writing history, 
does attach note arguing that his picture the 
Church stubborn, reactionary, and selfish dictator 
authentic reproduction rather than personal 
condemnation. exemplification quotes news- 
paper dispatch 1900 that reports Captain Leary’s im- 
patient decision deport six friars for resisting the 
administration. One might well judge 
Mindzenty from newspaper account statements 
the Hungarian government about him. Let the pre- 
cise facts special students Church history the 
Pacific, however, and Lund’s own account the sup- 
posed exploitation hard square with his recogni- 
tion the people’s deep love for their priests and 
religion. the sense humor, perception dramatic 
values, and occasionally superior description were join- 
warmly sympathetic effort understand the 
complexities culture which old Spain, Catholi- 
cism, and primitive people met, the book would more 
nearly achieve the potentialities its material. Instead 
depends largely novelty situation, shock, melo- 
drama, and sex. The objectionable features not 
make the book dangerous for adult sound judg- 
ment, but they also leave slight basis for positive 


recommendation. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


The Swiss Family Perelman 
Nov. 


Perelman, 
(With drawings Hirschfeld.) Simon Schuster. 
24, 1950. 213p. $2.95. 


Anyone should delighted find this book stuffed 
into his-or-her Christmas stocking. fun look 
at, for generously endowed with skilfull pen-and- 
ink drawings artist Hirschfeld. And fun 
read, particularly the reader sufficiently literate 
appreciate the richly varied and almost infallibly apt 
vocabulary which Mr. Perelman commands with the 
easy familiarity wordmaster. His humor refresh- 
ing, subtle sometimes, slapstick sometimes, 
donic, often shrewdly penetrating. And real fun 
rare, these days, and worth investment. 


course, those who have read Sinbad Perelman’s 
previous travel-log Westward Ha! will need only 
told this second tour, this time encumbered with 
Madame P., and two matched Perelman offspring, 
rush out laughing anticipatory glee grab copy 
from bookstore, lending library, auntie’s endtable. 
Then settle down, wherever, start sharing the mis- 
adventures their lean, lanky, lackadaisical cicerone, 


Perelman Knox 


hegira from Manhattan westward through Hollywood 


Hongkong, Siam, Indonesia, Istanbul, London, 
and home again with mountainous load 


laced with souvenirs. 

Mr. Perelman has rare and racy way with words, 
should cherished, not only wit with 
sane comment, but also with literary skill 
should make many stylists gnaw their knuckles and 
high school seniors rush for their dictionaries with 


new light their eyes. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 
* 


Knox, 

Oxford University Press. Oct. 26, 1950. 622p. $6.00. 
each its own, and only England and its Universities 
can produce the authentic don. Monsignor Knox the 
don his best, rare blend common sense and 
common sensibility. brings both these qualities 
Enthusiasm, where combines genuine sympathy 
for the characters and movements studies with un- 
failing penetration their weaknesses 
tions. 
The title his work taken the religious sense 
its Greek origin, meaning inspiration possession 
God. Under that label reviews variety 
religious groups and personages, all 
Seeking more intimate and direct contact with the 
Holy Spirit, they end frequently eccentricity and 
occasionally insanity. reaction against the world, 
they usually come the point where they longer 
feel home the Church. With the intention 
forming morals, they find themselves alternating un- 
certainly between the extremes rigorism 
nomianism. Setting out renew primitive fervor, they 
actually create schism and add new name the 
list Christianities. They are distrustful human 
reason and social authority, ecclesiastical and civil. For 
the purpose realizing religion, they are not above dis 
torting beyond recognition order make suit 
their subjective experience. all things they pursue 
the inner experience the disregard traditional, 
outer and objective norms. 


The author mainly concerned with the movements 
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. For 
poses comparison, however, first treats 
ters three primitive manifestations enthusiasm, 
the Corinthian Christians, the Montanists the 
Donatists. Next attempts disentangle the Wal- 
denses and the Catharists the main threads the 
obscure pattern medieval heresy. The hypothesis 
genuine connection between the medieval heretics 
and the Anabaptists finds almost irresistible view 
the similarity their ideas. Rebuffed the 
formers, who logically should have been sympathetic 
its genius, enthusiasm came into its own the 
dred years stretching between 1650 and 1750. Quakers 
and Camisards, Moravians and Methodists held aloft 
its torch the midst Protestantism; Jansenists and 
Quietists were the proponents ultrasupernaturalism 
the Catholic Church. The historical record closes 
with brief account some the enthusiastic sects 
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the nineteenth century. Complementing the first 
chapter which delineated the nature enthusiasm, the 
chapter attempts summation its philosophy. 


This book was written and off over thirty year 
period. The author tells that ranks his own 
mind homo unius libri and this it. sense, 
therefore, puts his whole literary personality the 
with this volume. self appointed jury, 
glad announce that comes off with the same 
always. “Just” the word for Msgr. Knox, 
just all its various meanings and applications. Just 
his expression, just his composition, just 
judgments, just his sympathies his antipathies. 
And justice, carried out such exquisite detail, 
delicate and charming form charity both subjects 
and readers. 


Mowrer, Edgar Ansel Challenge and Decision 
McGraw-Hill. 1950. 291p. $3.75. 


Here one more book charting plan for survival. 
Periodically mankind seems destined through 
nightmare similar the one are now experiencing. 
Mowrer believes that only world federation will save 
the world from destruction. Like most similar books 
now being written, anti-Russian most such 
hooks were pro-Russian five years ago. amusing 
but also tragic note the delayed mental action 
many these present day saviors the world; they 
just beginning realize that Catholics were right 
all the time their unremitting opposition Russian 
communism. condemns Russia for using slave 
labor and also accuses Russia aggressive tactics during 
the period 1917-1950 (pp. 45-63 passim). Very friendly 
Mr. program, Mowrer approves the Presi- 
dent’s action ordering the defense Korea last 
June, but admits that the policy the Washington 
administration toward Nationalist China 
somewhat confusing. 

Mowrer recommends the formation once what 
calls “Peace Coalition” against Russia. 
join it? Every nation that “joined the United States 
checking aggression Korea, well such other 
states feel threatened Soviet aggression” (p. 140). 
The United Nations, according Mowrer, should 
transform itself into World Federation, but for the 
time being the Peace Coalition unite the non- 
Communistic nations against Russia. Truman and 
Eisenhower are listed advocates World Federa- 
tion (p. very much opposed Spain 
and Argentina because his dislike for Franco and 
for Peron. The author states that the government that 
Franco overthrew was anti-Communist. 
come news many, including Franco. 
American Catholics” are mentioned Franco’s helpers 
(p. Perons, for whom this reviewer has 
brief, are referred “preposterous usurping couple” 
although there seems much evidence that the 
Argentina support Peron (p. 184). 

Franklin Roosevelt mildly criticized for having 
given “Chinese property” the Russians but Mowrer 
does not seem think that giving away something you 
not own much offense (p. 186). The Peace 
Coalition, fortunately, more circumspect its 
moral standards. This organization, which the Uni- 
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ted States the major contributor men and 
money, encircle the U.S.S.R., but strangely enough 
the U.S.S.R. not supposed fight back. The World 
Federation, which supersede the United Nations, 
would destroy the sovereignty the United States be- 
cause the World Federation would control all armies 
and navies, the Panama Canal, all world airways, and 
would compel payment international taxes (p. 241ff). 
believes that would well make the voting 
strength equal fighting strength (p. 249) but does not 
seem realize that such arrangement would induce 
nations keep their fighting strength the maximum, 
preserve their voting strength. Just how 
armed world would also peaceful world neither 
Mr. Mowrer nor anyone else has ever been able 
explain. Mr. Mowrer argues heatedly that not 
accept his plan, World War III will result. Some will 
believe that his plan will divide the world even more 
clearly than present. When the One Worlders 
maintain that federating the world simple feder- 
ating the states that make the United States they 
are saying something that simply childish. Conti- 
nental federations might very well expected pre- 
cede world federation. demand world federa- 
tion the foreseeable future demand the impos- 
sible. The hastily formulated plans advanced this 
book are not apt find wide acceptance. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Kelley, and Ryan, 
MacArthur: Man Action 
Doubleday. Oct. 26, 1950. 191p. $2.00. 


General MacArthur wins presidential nomination 
1952, need look further for campaign biog- 
raphy. Messrs. Kelley and Ryan have produced 
sketch MacArthur’s life which, with minimum 
tailoring, would meet the requirements that genre. 


Starting Hanoda airfield the General prepares 
fly Korea, the reader, through modified flash-back 
technique, given glimpses the highpoints the 
career this amazing MacArthur. His brilliant record 
student West Point, his heroic role World 
War his activities Chief Staff and military 
adviser the Philippines, well his more recent 
exploits Allied commander the South Pacific and 
Japan, are all reviewed the brief compass 191 
pages. 

Albeit the authors intended present dynamic, 
intimate profile” and not full biography, the result 
overwritten, often superficial delineation. (One 
chapter, “The Women Behind MacArthur,” which has 
been singled out for especial publicity, particularly 
disappointing.) man MacArthur’s stature—he 
undoubtedly one the great Americans our era— 
merits full-toned portrait. over- 


exposed literary snapshot, like passport photo, serves 
conceal, rather than reveal, the man. 
Frank Gerrity, 
Department History 
and Politics, 
University Scranton, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


| 
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Gibbs, Philip 

McBride. Nov. 22, 1950. 316p. $3.00. 
Sir Philip Gibbs may, perhaps, regarded Cath- 
olic who earns his living war correspondent, histor- 
ian, and novelist. may, with more justice, con- 
sidered journalist, biographer, and fictioneer who 
writes from the point view gentlemanly Catholi- 
cism. cannot considered, the sense that 
Graham Green, Kate O’Brien, and Harry Sylvester 
are deemed be, Catholic novelist. the basis 
Thine Enemy, despite thirty-seven previous fictional 
pieces, seems doubtful that Gibbs can considered 
really novelist all. 


What Sir Philip has really put his literary hand 
wermhearted but professional observation German 
misery Munich, Berlin and their respec- 
tive suburbs. his report Sir Philip has given nothing 
that has not already appeared the two good New 
York papers and the national news magazines. 
fact, way conveys the horror and poignancy 
occupation the Russian zone, subject that has been 
better covered such frivolous journals the Partisan 
Review and [he New Yorker. 

Strangely, the best section this sentimental study 
the impact the Germans triangular occupation 
the western powers deals with events that the author 
can have had only second hand: the evacuation 
and the refugee march Berlin before the 
victorious assault the Russians and under the strafing 
attack the British and Americans. The author 


Thine Enemy 


manages the panoramic sweep this frightful trek with 
the admirable competence experienced, but un- 


jaded reporter. 


When the author gets Berlin, the panorama, I’m 
afraid, gets out hand, suffers from soft focus and 
overextension, and becomes increasingly uninteresting. 
For here the expert reporter battle and public disas- 
ter makes unsuccessful shift the more complicated 
manipulation character and private, symbolic disaster. 
The result, for the reader, disastrous. Bavarian 
sergeant, who seems have casual talent the fine 
arts and who has what identifies intensely 
spiritual passion for widow with whom made the 
exciting flight from falls into tepid physical 
love with Magda,a tuberculous frau who barters learned 
conversation and some pretty intense hand kissing for 
the coffee and Spam young British occupation 
official whose precise duties escaped somewhere 
the reading. Magda dies and Sergeant Franz Reber 
migrates town near Munich where takes 
with his spiritual widow and her children. sets up, 
under the prodding the spiritual widow’s younger 
intellectual gamin with consumption and 
American connections, the profitable 
peddling gemutlich sketches Bavaria susceptible 
American officers. 


Like the widow, Sergeant Reber felt many his 
intimates “saint”: designation apparently im- 
plying flaccidity and tendency large scale generali- 
zation. From the tenor the windy colloquies 
which tireless participant, evident that 
working his wispy intellectual way, via Aris- 
totle, Plato, and early Romantic liberalism, some- 
thing resembling Roman Catholicism. Indeed, the only 


Gibbs Keller 


characters the book with religious belief 
ments are Catholic. From Gibbs’ picture 
Germany, one would gather that Protestantism has 
survived even bitter memory. mentioned 
one. 
The chief weakness the book, tedious matter 
fact, the author’s practice reproducing the 
tonically empty phrases Social 
crats, Christian Democrats, Nazis, 
against the life Hitler, and old fashioned 
With all this political and philosophical bluster, Gibk 
who seems retain nostalgia for the gallant 
ideas peace and war which followed World 
has not produced novel ideas but something 


unlike badly managed discussion the Great 


Thine Enemy, which attempts remarkable neutraliy 
the presentation conflicting party 
opinion, presents, addition Poles, Jews and 
men, incredible assemblage Americans with con. 
pletely bizarre and unnative patterns speech. 
ali, the book has minor attractions suitable any 
group. 

Joseph Cotter, 

John Carroll University, 


Cleveland, Ohio 


Keller, James, M.M. One Moment Please! 
Doubleday. Oct. 19, 1950. 365p. $2.00. 


One Moment Please, the latest Fr. Keller’s Christo 
pher books, book anecdotes and stories, 
and arranged the manner Three Minutes 
Like its predecessor this book intended for lay 
who wish Christophers, Christ-bearers. its 
name implies, asks but brief pause each day bring 
into our lives spiritual strength and guidance face 
day day problems. 

Fr. Keller the first admit that one such 
moment day hopelessly inadequate the face 
secularized and pagan world. remarks the 
Preface, ‘One Moment Day devoted the spiritud 
step the right direction. And know that many: 
person has gone high sanctity because started 
with some small and seemingly insignificant 
Under this formality, the book may indeed helpful. 
But would hasten add that the practice must 
truly spiritual. 

his other books Fr. Keller leans heavily 
tions from people like Benjamin Franklin, Elbert Hub 
bard, Emerson, Lincoln, etc., and stories beginning “At 
Baptist Ministers meeting” .”; “In Dallas 
seventy-one-year-old negro .”; “On the wall 
small gasoline station New Hampshire 
all perfectly good but savouring bit the 
Digest and Dale Carnegie. 


world where, Fr. Keller puts it, “the things 
God and the future life are being relegated the back 
ground,” and where “self indulgence and inordinate 
desire for luxuries and worldly ambition have come 
regarded the one big goal achieved,” one 
cannot help wondering whether the inspirational cap 
sules One Moment Please are adequate form the 
“other Christs” need among the laity. Perhaps 
unfair compare the Christopher way, with the way 
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Catholic Action, e.g. the Jocists. But since 

their purpose identical ie. bring Christ the 
modern world, the comparison leaps the mind. 


comparison with the all-out Christianity the 


the Christopher way does seem rather superficial, 


with its stress purely natural virtue and activity. 
Christ this pagan world, lay apostles (as well 
and religious ones) must themselves trans- 
into “other Christs.” That demands holiness, 
prayer, and sacrifice—a supernatural Christianity which 
not watered down the least. However, must 
that the Christopher movement not aimed 
Catholics only, but all men good will. The 
approach One Moment Please, therefore, may 
indeed the opening wedge bring men back the 


Christianity needed form lay apostles. 
Priests, who are looking for stories and illustrations 


brighten Sunday sermons, will find these 
Keller’s usual high standard. 


Rev. Thomas Gavigan, 
St. Ignatius Church, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Mason, Van Wyck 


Valley Forge: December 24, 1777 


Doubleday. Nov. 1950. 30p. $1.25. 
story this but rather series ultra brief vignettes 


portraying the spirit patriotism which held the bat- 
hungry Continental forces together what 
reputed the bleakest day the history 
the American Revolution. Supplies are non-existent, 
the Continental Congress offers help, mutiny 
the air, staff officers are discouraged, the picture 
that even Washington begins pen his resigna- 
tion when sudden clamor breaks out. Thinking 
the mutiny Washington sets out quell only 
fnd, visits post after post, that the men, spite 
every hardship, are not mutinous and will continue 
Setting aside his resignation the 
Commander-in-Chief, with lightened heart, resumes 
his burdens. sort literary fervorino, preaching 
courage the bleakest hour, the book obviously in- 
tended stimulus these troubled times and suit- 


able for all classes readers. 


Hokinson, Helen The Ladies, God Bless ’Em! 
With Memoir James Reid Parker and Appreciation 
John Mason Brown. Dutton. Nov. 1950. unpaged. 
$2.75. 


The Helen Hokinson cartoons which the 
New Yorker from 1925 1950 added another word 
our vocabulary. mention “Hokinson lady” 
bring irresistably mind those amiable dowagers whom 
Mason Brown characterizes “well-fed, well- 
and thoroughly minked.” With complete good 
humor and even sly fondness, she sketched the earn- 
est matron whose time, energy and straining for cultural 
uplift puts her the little theater group, the garden 
club, the dog show, the bookshop, the teashop, Eliza- 
beth Arden’s salon, etc. 

Let Hokinson “lady” loose with wine list and you 
get the comment question, “What would you sug- 
gest for small group ladies who meet every Tuesday 
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needlepoint?” And “Just amuse yourselves, every- 
body, I’ve got tinker some more with these Sazeracs.” 
And again, “Have you wine that would home 
with omelet?” All with appropriate pictures 
fumbling, naive big-girls who never dream there any- 
thing funny their determination Bohemian. 


Put the same “lady” bookshop and she may inquire 
indignantly, “Is there anyone here who knows anything 
about books?” assured saleswoman sur- 
rounded books guns, trains, and planes, “Of 
course, Peter Rabbit always very dependable.” 
Always, Miss Hokinson’s mood was kindly and clean. 
She laughed gently her models, showing bit- 
terness nor contempt. And her situations she 
achieved universals the extent that the observer 
invariably associates the situation and the models with 
characters has known. 

Helen Butler, Ph.D., 

Departmetn Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Pennsylvania 


Chesterton, The Common Man 
Sheed Ward. Sept. 12, 1950. 279p. $3.00. 


Many Chesterton’s essays were never published. 
wrote more them than were required. Now and 
then selection those that had been printed would 
appear book form. The present collection com- 
posed essays, most which have never appeared 
America. one would expect, the essays are varied 
content, and deal with literature, sociology, religion, 
etc. The volume receives its name from the title 
the first essay. Others with interesting titles and con- 
tents are these: “The Superstition School”; Tale 
Two Cities”; “The Hound Heaven”; and “The 
Epitaph Pierpont Morgan.” These are but sample 
titles the more than forty essays the volume. Any- 
one who likes Chesterton, which much like saying 
that anyone who likes see prevailing ideas chal- 
lenged, will like this book. After reading some the 
essays you will perhaps feel that “destroyed” should 
used place “challenged” the preceding sen- 
tence. Chesterton’s gifts, are tired hearing, 
were certainly unique. one seems have ap- 
proached him his ability separate the wheat from 
the chaff. 


Teachers may wish that Chesterton had written more 
frequently about education. One the essays, “The 
New Case for Catholic Schools” indicates the ability 
that had separate unessentials from education. 
Going directly the point, Chesterton wrote: “The 
truth that the modern world has committed itself 
two totally different and inconsistent conceptions 
about education. always trying expand the 
scope education; and always trying exclude from 
all religion and philosonhy. But this sheer non- 
sense. You can have that teaches atheism 
because atheism true, and can be, from its own 
point view, complete education. But you cannot 
have education claiming teach all truth, and 
then refusing discuss whether atheism 
There much more hard common sense like this 
the essay, and many others scattered through the 
book. Although some the essays are somewhat 


164 Smith Best 
“dated,” the majority them will seem pertinent 


most readers. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 

Smith, Allen People Named Smith 
Doubleday. Oct. 1950. 255p. $2.75. 
Allen Smith’s latest course humorous and 
sometimes comical. His alleged purpose study 
People Named Smith. For this takes quite large 
cross-section Smith’s, ranging from Smith, New 
York governor, Rufus Smith, bush--league south- 
paw bearing the same name Allen’s dog. 


account many hundred Smiths, who they 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, nuns, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 

The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 
year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 


were, and what they did, the book interesting and petent reviews modern books Prat, 

entertaining. But addition the author’s widely publication will bring valuable information all 

popular humorous works really who wish know what being published today. 
ran 


funny passages are frequently quite good. They consti- 


your request will send Christmas car 
tute less than one-third book 255 pages. Many 


directly the recipient your gift. 


the hundreds Smiths who pass review are 
neither funny nor important. They might have been BEST SELLERS piece. 
left rest peace the pages the telephone book. University Scranton called 
Rev. Patrick McSorley, S.J., author 

Scranton Preparatory School, are dis 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Letter from the Editor 

SUBSCRIBER: 
Several weeks ago sent you letter. You may interested the general results. far, with fawles 

returns still coming steadily, have received somewhat over 200 replies. They have furnished with 
new subscriptions, and over 650 prospective subscribers whom are mailing sample copies. About 


answers have indicated interest the Cumulative Index which would cover the ten years Best Seller 
history; more wanted review reprints; would like microfilm edition the whole ten Pere 


would like thank personally all those who have replied. Although find impossible 


all you individually, hope that you will take this letter expression our sincere gratitude. ife 

Some you may have thought that our proposed review reprints would curtail our coverage new readin 
publications. This not our intention. Since fair percentage manifested interest this type review, 
since think important view the wide circulation reprints, are presently trying complet 
arrangements for reprint section appear perhaps quarterly during the year. also felt encouraged your 
replies carry out the Cumulative Index, all Many who expressed praise the microfilm 
edition remarked that their present lack reading equipment limited their practical interest. any rate 


have solicited bids the cost and will have definite information later. 


was our aim have quarterly index for each volume. For one reason another this has been bot 
neglected during the present year. Starting with our next issue, however, hope that this feature will appea 
regularly the 15th December, March, June and September. The few who asked about the meaning 
our symbols classification will find them explained the publication box the second page each 

Not the least effect your replies was the tremendous boost they gave our morale. many 
help, many sincere tributes praise, many encouraging suggestions supply inspiring motive materi 
all our power make Best Sellers good possible. The thought occurred that othes 
could read your opinion our publication, they might impressed. intend, therefore, make and 
letter based your comments and send various librarians throughout the country. gain, 


Since are receiving replies our letter from about one out every ten our subscribers, 
naturally prompted put the Scriptural question: Where are the other know that good will His 
present, realize too that many things can have happened after reading our letter short-circuit good intention phe 
before discharged itself the mailing reply. presume recall the attention “the other nine’ His 
their reply card because the prospect multiplying ninefold our present results means much Bes People 


Sellers. the 
With the prayerful wish that all you may experience the exterior joys and the interior graces the the 
Christmas season, remain, Prat 
Sincerely yours, 

(y 

Editor schola 


pe: 


- 


